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Withdrawal of Mining Rights
 Northern and Southern Ontario

 Permanent or can it be re-opened?

 Northern Ontario Patents were issued for Mining 
Purposes

 Waiving Taxes if Landowner doesn’t want 
Exploration?

 First Nations Requests: Defined how?

 What will effect of withdrawals be adjacent or 
around existing mining rights?
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Withdrawal of Mining Rights

It is reasonable to expect that 
the economics of exploration 
will be compromised where 
withdrawals surround or 
overlap existing mining rights. 
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Withdrawal of Mining Rights

Mining Act should consider rigorous 
“condemnation ” studies that 
recognize the changing uses of 
minerals in our society and our 
limitations in predicting mineral 
potential before considering 
permanent withdrawal of areas.
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Map Staking
 Loss of Prospectors Staking (sweat equity)

 Loss of entry level positions

 Fear of Deep Pockets Taking all lands

 What about First Nations wanting economic 

stimulation in Far North Communities

 Staking is income in winter for Prospectors

 Socio-economic impact study



7
ADVOCATES FOR THE 

EXPLORERS OF ONTARIO

ONTARIO PROSPECTORS 

ASSOCIATION

Map Staking

Map staking will result in a loss of 

income and competitive advantage 

for both individual prospectors and 

northern communities trying to 

participate in the mineral industry.
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Map Staking

The elimination of ground staking is 

singly the biggest threat to the 

individual prospector and will result in 

an extensive cull and possible 

extinction of the independent 

prospector throughout Ontario. 
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Map Staking

Alternatives to consider should 

include ground staking using real-

time GPS location registration to 

replace post and line techniques 

currently employed.  
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Prospectors Awareness Courses
 How does this effect Permanent Licenses?

 What will be involved? How will courses be 

delivered to remote communities and across 

province?

 How is prospector defined?

 Why Prospectors what about Geologists or others 

on landscape?

 Will helpers or other workers on claims need 

courses?
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Work Plans And Permits
 Potential Delays Accessing Projects

 Lack of capacity in First Nations Communities

 Lack of Timelines

 Who is the ultimate decision maker?

 What about modifications in a dynamic 

exploration program?

 What about pre-staking activities? (prospecting 

or regional surveys)

 Who gets copied? MNR/MOE/DFO/MOL?
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Directors of Exploration?
 What is the function?

 Further bureaucratic delays?

 Powers to fine if Work Plans violated?

 Will Director have access to proprietary 
agreements (Company + First Nation).

 Will Director have powers to accept/reject 
these agreements?
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Consultation with First Nations
 Provincially: All First Nations Communities

 What level, When and with Who?

 How can Prospectors afford to be on same level 

as Companies?

 Is there any controls of what companies can 

promise to First Nations?

 How will MNDM guarantee that there is capacity in 

the First Nation Communities to consult?
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Consultation with First Nations

How will the government deliver on 

its duty to consult other than 

through delegation?
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No New Mines in Far North without Community 
approved Land Use Plans

 What will driver be to get a Plan?

 Who has ultimate decision?

 Will this suppress economic development by 
discouraging investment in exploration?

 Will this pressure First Nation communities to 
hastily accept potentially compromised land use 
plans in order to realize the benefits of the 
industry.


